
Many of our potential customers’ 
first question is “Where can I get the 
fuel?” This is a common concern.

Biodiesel has made great strides in 
recent years. There are over 200 bio-
diesel plants in the United States1; in 
2013 they produced a combined 1.8 
billion gallons2.  In addition, the EPA 
has set target productions of 1.9 
billion in 2016 and 2 billion in 2017 
– projecting steady growth3. 

The challenge for Optimus’ custom-
ers is that the vast majority of bio-
diesel sold as vehicle fuel today in 
the United States is sold in blends. 
This means that a small amount 
of biodiesel is blended with diesel 
(usually five or 20%). The resulting 
blends are sold at retail stations as 

1. http://biodiesel.org/production/
plants
2. Includes renewable diesel; http://
biodiesel.org/production/produc-
tion-statistics
3. Includes renewable diesel; http://
www2.epa.gov/renewable-fuel-stan-
dard-program/final-renewable-fuel-
standards-2014-2015-and-2016-and-
biomass-based

B5 and B20. The National Biodiesel 
Board lists 1,090 retail stations in the 
US4.  Only about 15% (150) of these 
stations sell B99 or B100. This is an 
issue for users of Optimus’ system 
which enables usage of 100% bio-
diesel  (B100) year-round.

Another common concern among 
proponents of alternative fuels is 
that there is not enough biodiesel 
feedstock to completely replace the 
diesel consumed every year in the 
US. John Kruse, a director of quanti-
tative analysis at World Agricultural 
Economic and Environmental 
Services (WAEES) says that the 
“constraints to biodiesel growth 
aren’t really from the feedstock 
side. Flipping it around a little, the 
constraints are where the market 
has to pay a high price for distribu-
tion and infrastructure to move bio-
diesel into the marketplace.”5  Kruse 
explains that feedstocks are coming 

4. http://biodiesel.org/using-bio-
diesel/finding-biodiesel/retail-loca-
tions/retail-map#map
5. http://www.biodieselmagazine.
com/articles/76501/the-myth-reali-
ty-of-biodiesel-feedstock-availability

from unlikely sources like distillers 
of corn oil (DCO, a byproduct of the 
ethanol-making process) and used 
cooking oil (UCO).

Optimus Technologies is working 
to solve the distribution and infra-
structure problem for its custom-
ers. By connecting biodiesel pro-
ducers directly with end users, we 
can ensure that the customer is 
receiving a quality product without 
markups from middlemen. Optimus 
is developing a nationwide Fuel 
Partner Network with a number of 
reputable biodiesel producers and 
distributors.

On the infrastructure side, we give 
customers a 1,000 gallon heated 
aboveground refueling station for 
pilot projects. The fueling nozzle 
included with a station is identical 
to traditional nozzles except that its 
materials are compatible with bio-
diesel. The stations are also porta-
ble, allowing for easy transportation.

The future of biodiesel is bright, 
and Optimus aims to make it even 
brighter by enabling the usage of 
high blends of biodiesel with inex-
pensive fuel and infrastructure.
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